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Re Item V. Reasoned statement 

1 . The following document Is referred to In this communication: 
D1 : WO 01/1 1 370 A (BAYER AG) 1 5 February 2001 

2. Novelty 

The subject-matter of independent claims 1 ,6-9 is considered to be «°vel, since ' *>e 
photoluminescent compound, the protein detector and the methods descnbed therein 
are not described in the cited prior art. 

Therefore, claims 1 -1 0 fulfil the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT. ... • 

3. Inventive step 

Document D1 discloses (cf. pages 51-56) photoluminescent indolenine squaraine 
dyes for labelling/detecting proteins. 

The subject-matter of independent claims 1 ,6-9 is distinguished from this closest prior 
art through the following feature: r _ Qnr 
- the photoluminescent squaraine dyes of D1 contain reactrve groups (e.g N=C=S or 
N=C=0) that allow the covalent binding of the dye to the protein to be 
labelled/detected. The dyes according to the present invention do not contain such 
reactive groups and therefore they cannot be covalently attached to prote.ns. 

The objective technical problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore 
be regared as to provide further photoluminescent indolenine squaraine dyes for 
detecting proteins. 

The Applicant has solved the objective technical problem in an inventive manner. 
Because of the lack of reactive functional groups, the dyes of the present invention 
are not suitable for covalent protein labelling but can be used for non-specrf,c protein 
detection and quantification. Being aware of the disclosure of document D1 , the 
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person skilled in the art would not consider it obvious that the compounds of the 
present application are suitable for detecting proteins. Therefore, the subject-matter 
of present claims 1-10 appears to involve an inventive step, thus, the claims fulf.l the 
requirements of Article 33(3) PCT. 

4. Industrial applicability 

Claims 1-10 fulfil the requirements of Article 33(4) PCT. 

Re Item VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

Claim 6 contains a reference to the description. According to' Rule : 6-2(a) PCT claims 
■ should not contain such references except where absolutely necessary, which «s not :■ 
the case here. 
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